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Ben Barnes
House of Delegates   District HD-021
Democrat
Contact: (410) 841-3046
100 State Cir, Annapolis, MD 21401 View Online

This legislator voted constitutionally on 0% of the votes shown below.

 Pro-liberty  Anti-liberty  Did not Vote Vote

Yes1. SB36 'No-Fault Divorce' (passed 128 to 4 on 4/10/2023).
Authorizes a family court to grant an “absolute divorce” on the grounds
of either a six-month separation between the parties or “irreconcilable
differences” based on reasons stated by the complainant.

Yes2. HB283 Medicaid-Covered Sex Mutilation (passed 97 to 39 on
4/7/2023). Requires Medicaid, under the “Trans Health Equity Act,” to
provide coverage for “gender-affirming treatment” to all “transgender,
nonbinary, intersex, two-spirit, and other gender diverse individuals.”

Yes3. HB1066 "Hate Crime" Commission (passed 106 to 31 on
3/31/2023). Establishes the Commission on Hate Crime Response and
Prevention to “develop strategies to prevent and respond to hate crime
activity” and “evaluate State laws and policies.”

Yes4. SB798 'Right to Abortion' in the Maryland Constitution
(passed 98 to 38 on 3/30/2023). Proposes to amend the Maryland
Constitution to declare a “fundamental right” to “reproductive
freedom,” including but not limited to the ability to “prevent, continue,
or end one’s own pregnancy.”

Yes5. HB967 Daishan Day (passed 135 to 1 on 3/20/2023). Proclaims
October 5 annually as Dashain Day, codifying into law a Hindu religious
festival in honor of Durga, the Universal Mother Goddess.

Yes6. HB159 Warrantless Arrest for Firearms Purchases (passed 115
to 19 on 2/28/2023). Would allow a police officer to arrest a person
without a warrant if the police officer has probable cause to believe
that the person is a knowing participant in a “straw purchase” of a
“regulated firearm.”
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